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104 EFFECTS OF SLAVE-LABOUR. Crar. vi

several persons to whom we had letters, we were
warned by a slight sprinkling of snow that it was time
to depart and migrate further southwards. Crossing
the Potomac, therefore, I proceeded to Richmeond, in
Virginia, where 1 resolved to sail down the James
River, in order to examine the geology of the tertiary
strata on its shores.

On entering the station-house of a railway which
was to carry us to our place of embarkation, we found
a room with only two chairs in it. One of these was
occupied by a respectable-looking woman, who imme-
diately rose, intending to give it up to me, an act be-
traying that she was English, and newly-arrived, as an
American gentleman, even if already seated, would
have felt it necessary to rise and offer the chair to any
woman, whether mistress or maid, and she, as a mat-
ter of course, would have accepted the proffered seat.
After I had gone out, she told my wife that she and
her husband had come a few months before from Hert-
fordshire, hoping to get work in Virginia, but she had
discovered that there was no room here for poor white
people, who were despised by the very negroes if they
laboured with their own hands. She had found herself
looked down upon, even for carrying her own child, for
they said she ought to hire a black nurse. These poor
emigrants were now anxious to settle in some free
state. ' |

As another exemplification of the impediments to im-
provement existing here, I was told that a New Eng-
land agriculturist had bought a farm on the south side
of the James river, sold off all the slaves, and intro-
duced Irish labourers, being persuaded that their ser-
vices would prove more economical than slave-labour.
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