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The scheme was answering well, till, by the end of the
third year, the Irish became very much dissatisfied with
their position, feeling degraded by losing the respect of
the whites, and being exposed to the contempt of the
surrounding negroes. They had, in fact, lowered them-
selves by the habitual performance of offices which,
south of the Potomac, are assigned to hereditary
bondsmen.

MioceNE TERTIARY STRATA OF VIRGINIA.

We have already seen that between the hilly coun-
try and the Atlantic there occurs in the United States,
a low and nearly level region (a, B, fig. 5, p. 74.), occu-
pied principally by beds of marl, clay, and sand of the
cretaceous and tertiafy formations. Maclure, in 1817,
In his work on geology, laid down with no small accu-
racy on a coloured map the general limits of this great
plain, and of the granitic district lying immediately to
the westward. He also pointed out that at the junc-
tion of these great geological provinces (a, B, and B, c,
fig. 5.), at the point A, as indicated in the section, al-
most all the great rivers descend suddenly by falls or
rapids of moderate height, as the Delaware at Trenton,
the Schuylkill near Philadelphia, the Potomac near
Washington, the James river at Richmond, Virginia,
the Savannah at Augusta in Georgia, and many others.
At these points, therefore, the navigation is stopped,
and a great many large cities have sprung up precisely
at this limit, so that the line which marks the western
boundary of the tertiary, and the eastern of the grani-
tic region, is one of no small geological, geographical,
and political interest.
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