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cific characters, enabling us to refer them to the Mio-
cene period.

Going down the James river about twenty miles be-
low Richmond, I found, at a place called City Point, on
the right bank, a cliff thirty feet high, in which yellow
and white sands appear, with shells very analogous to
those of the Suffolk crag, and referable to the same
age; resting on Eocene marl and green earth. Several
miles lower, at Evergreen, I collected abundance of
shells in the upper or Miocene formation, with great
numbers of an Astarte, resembling one of the com-
monest kinds of the Suffolk crag, and accompanied by
the teeth of sharks, and bones of cetacea. Landing
then at Coggin’s Point, several miles farther eastward
on the Virginian shore, I was conducted by Mr. Ruffin,
son of the editor of the Farmer’s Register, to a locality
where shell-marl is procured and used for improving
light soils, just as in Suffolk and on the Loire, strata
of the same age, called crag and falun, ha.ve for cen-
turies afforded a fertilizing mixture.

Here, and at Evergreen before mennoned large flat-
tened masses several feet wide, of a lamelliform coral
resembling an Astrea, were lying on the beach, washed
out of the Miocene marls. The species has been called
by Mr. Lonsdale Columnaria sezradiata, and differs
from the genus Astrea, as defined by Ehrenberg, in
the stars not being subdivided.

All the planters in this part of Virginia, to whose
houses I went without letters of introduction, received
me most politely and hospitably. To be an English-
man engaged in scientific pursuits was a sufficient pass-
port, and their servants, horses, and carriages, were most
liberally placed at my disposal.
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