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surprised to learn that I have only met with nine

American Miocene shells, agreeing with fossils of the

same period in Europe. It is also worthy of notice

that the shells identified with recent species agree with

testacea, now living on the western side of the Atlan

tic, some of which, as some kinds of Fulgur, a sub

genus of Pyrula, and Gnathodon, an estuary shell,

are forms peculiar to America. In like manner, the

fossil shells found in the Miocene strata of Europe,
which agree with recent kinds, belong to species in

habiting the British seas, the Mediterranean, or the

Aflican coast of the Atlantic. Hence it follows that at

the remote period called Miocene, the seas were not

only divided as now into distinct geographical provinces,

but already that peculiar distribution of the living mol

lusca which. now exists had begun to prevail. This

conclusion is remarkable when we recollect that at the

geological era alluded to, the fauna was so distinct from

the present, that four fifths of the species now living

had not yet come into existence.

In regard to the climate of the Miocene period it is

not uninteresting to observe that the fossil shells of

Maryland and Virginia resemble those of Touraine and

Bourdeaux more nearly than the fossils of Suffolk.

This might have been expected from the nearer cor

respondence in latitude; and it is the presence of such

genera as Conus, Oliva, Marginella, and Crassatella

(represented by large species), forms belonging to

warmer seas, which assimilate the American and

French deposits, and contrast both of them with the

English, where no representatives of these genera are

met with. Nevertheless, it is singular that there should

be so much resemblance between the Miocene shells of
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