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These were destined to serve as winter provisions for
the negroes, of whom there were about a hundred on
this plantation. To supply all of them with food,
clothes, and medical attendants, young, old, and impo-
tent, as well as the able-bodied, is but a portion of the
expense of slave-labour. They must be continually
superintended by trustworthy whites, who might often
perform no small part of the task, and far more effec-
tively, with their own hands.

I fossilized for three days very diligently at Shell
Bluff, obtaining more than forty species of shells, chiefly
casts, referable to the Eocene formation ; of which I
shall speak by-and-by.

Resuming our voyage, thirty miles further down the
river, in another large cotton steam-boat, we were
landed at Stony Bluff, in Georgia, where I wished to
examine the rocks of burr-stone. There was no living
being or habitation in sight. - The large steamer van-
ished in an instant, sweeping down the swollen river at
the rate of seventeen miles an hour, and it seemed as
if we had been dropped down from a balloon, with our
luggage, in the midst of a wilderness. I began by ex-
ercising my hammer on the burr-stone of this low bluff;
a cellular kind of flint, sometimes used for millstones,
and full of silicified corals and minute shells, and, as 1
afterwards found, by aid of a powerful microscope, of
sponges. It is an Eocene formation, and alternates
with beds of red loam. After making a collection of
specimens, I walked about the wood, and found a lone
house, at the door of which a woman was sitting, in a
languid state of health. She said she had just recov-
ered from the fever, or chill ; and among other inqui-
ries, asked when we had last had this complaint. On
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