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132 FOSSIL REMAINS. CHAP. viIL

horse found in the latter place, with the bones of mas-
todon, elephant, and other mammalia, was presented to
me by Mr. Conrad, remarkably curved, and agreeing,
in this respect, with a fossil tooth discovered by Mr.
Darwin on the north side of the Plata, in Entre Rios,
in South America, where it accompanied the mastodon
and megatherium. As no species of equus existed in
the New World when it was discovered in the fifteenth
century, naturalists were inclined, at first, to be in-
credulous in regard to the real antiquity of this fossil;
but as the tooth is more curved than in the recent
horse, ass, or zebra, the fossil species may have differed
as widely from any living representative of this genus,
as the zebra or wild ass from the horse of Arabia.

It is a fact well worthy of attention that in the
southern states of the Union so many extinct quadru-
peds, such as the mastodon, elephant, megatherium,
mylodon, and horse, should occur, agreeing, some spe-
cificially and others in generic characters, with those
found in corresponding latitudes in South America near
the river Plata, and in Patagonia, or between latitudes
31° and 50° S., and that in both hemispheres they
should be accompanied by marine fossil shells of recent
species, as Mr. Darwin has shown to be the case in the
Pampas. Yet, although these quadrupeds are so
modern, -geologically speaking, as to have co-existed
with the present testaceous fauna, we cannot attribute
their extermination to the agency of man ; for it is not
the huge beasts alone, but quadrupeds as small as the
rat, which have become extinct in South America
within the same period, as Mr. Lund, the Danish nat-
uralist, has shown in reference to Brazil.

On the beach at Beauly I saw numerous foot-tracks
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