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CHAP. VIII. LAND CRABS. 133

of racoons and opossums on the sand, which had been
made during the four hours immediately preceding, or
since the ebbing of the tide. Already some of them
were half filled with fine blown sand, showing the pro-
cess by which distinct casts may be formed of the foot-
steps of animals in a stratum of quartzose sandstone.
I remarked that the tracks of the racoons could be
traced at several points to beds of oysters, on which
these animals are said to feed. 'The negroes told me,
that sometimes a large oyster closes his shell suddenly,
and holds the racoon fast by his paw till the returning
tide comes up and drowns him.

The surface of the beach for half a mile was cover-
ed with small round pellets of mud as thick as hail-
stones, of the size of currants and peas, and arranged
for the most part in small heaps. 'These are made by
thousands of land crabs (Gelasimus vocans ?), which
they call fiddlers, because the motion of their claws is
compared to the arm of a player on the violin. By
the side of each heap was a perpendicular hole several
inches deep, into which when alarmed the crab retreats
sideways, sometimes disappearing, but often leaving the
larger claw projecting above for want of room. They
make these holes by rolling the wet sand into pellets,
and then bringing up each ball separately to the sur-
face.

A planter of this country told me it was amusing to
see a flock of turkies driven down for the first time from
the interior to feed on the crabs in the marine marshes.
They, at first, walk about in a ludicrous state of alarm,
expecting their toes to be pinched, but after a time, one
bolder than the rest is tempted by hunger to snap up a
small fiddler, after which the rest fall to and devour



	LinkTextBox: http://www.geology.19thcenturyscience.org/books/1845-49-Lyell-TravelsNA/README.htm


