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Charleston n February, 1835, so severe that wine was
frozen in bottles. The tops of the Pride-of-India tree,
of Chinese origin, were killed : all the oranges, of which
there were large orchards, were destroyed. Beds of
oysters, exposed between high and low water mark,
perished in the estuaries, and the effluvia from them
was so powerful as to injure the health of the inhabi-
tants. ,

Several planters attribute the failure of the cotton
crop this. year (1842) to the unusual size and number
of the icebergs, which floated southwards last spring
from Hudson’s and Baffin’s Bays, and may have cooled
the sea and checked the early growth of the cotton
plant. So numerous and remote are the disturbing
causes in meteorology! Forty degrees of latitude in-
tervene between the region where the ice-tloes are
generated and that where the crops are raised, whose
death-warrant they are supposed to have carried with
them.

Before I visited the Southern States, I had heard
from several American geologists that calcareous rocks
occurred there intermediate in age between the chalk
and the tertiary formations, and helping to fill the void
which separates those two well-marked eras in the Eu-
ropean series. Having satisfied myself that all the
white limestone of the Savannah river was referable to
the Eocene epoch, I now set out to determine whether
the same could be said of that exposed to view on the
Cooper river and Santee canal, about thirty miles north
of Charleston. I was accompanied in an excursion of
a week by Dr. Ravenel, who kindly offered to be my
guide ; and we first visited a plantation of his, called
“"The Grove,” near the mouth of the Cooper river,
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