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me how long and obstinate a struggle the West Indian
proprietors had made- against the emancipationists in
the British House of Commons; and ihey hinted, that
if the different islands had been directly represented in
the Lower House, and there had been Dukes of Ja-
maica, Marquises of Antigua, and Earls of Barbadoes
in the Upper House, as the slave states are represented
in Congress, the measure would never have been car-
ried to this day. -

The more I reflected on the condition of the slaves,
and endeavoured to think on a practicable plan for hast-
ening the period of their liberation, the more difficult
the subject appeared to me, and the more I felt aston-
ished at the confidence displayed by so many anti-slavery
speakers and writers on both sides of the Atlantic.
The course pursued by these agitators shows that, next
to the positively wicked, the class who are usually called
“well-meaning persons” are the most mischievous in
society. Before the year 1830, a considerable number
of the planters were in the habit of regarding slavery as
a great moral and political evil, and many of them
openly proclaimed it to be so in the Virginia debates of
1831-2. The emancipation party was gradually gain-
ing ground, and not unreasonable hopes were enter-
tained that the States of Kentucky, Virginia, and
Maryland would soon fix on some future day for the
manumission of their slaves. 'This step had already
been taken in most of the States north of the Potomac,
and slavery was steadily retreating southwards. From
the moment that the abolition movement began, and
that missionaries were sent to the southern States, a
re-action was perceived—the planters took the alarm—
laws were passed against education- -the condition of
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