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because their masters are unwilling to lose their ser-
vices by imprisonment, while they are compelled to
support them. If the same delinquents, they say,
were flying from the constable in a free State, the pub-
lic would sympathise with the police and the magis-
trate, and if they bore on their backs the marks of for-
mer chastisement in gaol, the general desire to appre-
hend them would be still more eager. These apolo-
gies, and their assurance that they found it to their
interest to treat their slaves kindly, had no effect in
inducing me to believe that, where such great power
is intrusted to the owner, that power will not be fre-
quently abused ; but it has made me desire to see a
fair statement of the comparative statistics of crimes
and punishments in slave states and free countries. If
we could fairly estimate the misery of all offenders in
the prisons, penitentiaries, and penal settlements of
some large European province, and then deduct the
same from the sufferings of the slaves in a large south-
ern state of the Union, the excess alone ought, in fair-
ness, to be laid to the charge of the slave-owners.
While pointing out the evil unreservedly, we should do
the owner the justice to remember that the system of
things which we deprecate has been inherited by him
from his British ancestors, and that it is rarely possible
or safe to bring about a great social reform in a few
years.

Had the measure of emancipating all the slaves
been carried through as rapidly as some abolitionists
have desired, the fate of the negroes might have been
almost as deplorable as that of the aboriginal Indians.
We must never forget that the slaves have at present a
monopoly of the labour-market; the planters being



	LinkTextBox: http://www.geology.19thcenturyscience.org/books/1845-49-Lyell-TravelsNA/README.htm


