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of the inferior soils resorted to: the price of labour will
fall gradually as compared to the means of subsistence,
and it will, at length, be for the interest of the masters
to liberate their slaves, and to employ the more eco-
nomical and productive labour of freemen. 'The same
causes will then come into operation which formerly
emancipated the villeins of western Europe, and will
one day set free the serfs of Russia. It is to be hoped,
however, that the planters will not wait for more than
half a century for such an euthanasia of the institution
of slavery ; for the increase of the coloured population
in sixty years would be a formidable evil, since in this
instance they are not, like villeins and serfs, of the
same race as their masters. They cannot be fused at
once into the general mass, and become amalgamated
with the whites, for their colour still remains as the
badge of their former bondage, so that they continue,
after their fetters are removed, to form a separate and
inferior caste. How long this state of things would
last must depend on their natural capabilities, moral,
intellectual, and physical ; but if in these they be equal
to the whites, they would eventually become the dom-
inant race, since the climate of the south, more con-
genial to their constitutions, would give them a decided
advantage.

A philanthropist may well be perplexed when he
desires to devise some plan of interference which may
really promote the true interests of the negro. But the
way in which the planters would best consult their own
interests appears to me very clear. 'They should ex-
hibit more patience and courage towards the abolition-
ists, whose influence and numbers they greatly over-
rate, and lose no time in educating the slaves, and
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