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encouraging private manumission to prepare the way
for general emancipation. All seem agreed that the
states most ripe for this great reform are Maryland,
Virginia, North Carolina, Tennessee, Kentucky, and
Missouri. ~ Experience has proved in the northern
States that emancipation immediately checks the in-
crease of the coloured population, and causes the rela-
tive number of the whites to augment very rapidly.
Every year, in proportion as the north-western States
fill up, and as the boundary of the new settlers in the
west is removed farther and farther, beyond the Mis-
sissippi and Missouri, the cheaper and more accessible
lands south of the Potomac will offer a more tempting
field for colonisation to the swarms of New Englanders,
who are averse to migrating into slave states. Before
this influx of white labourers, the coloured race will
give way, and it will require the watchful care of the
philanthropist, whether in the north or south, to pre-
vent them from being thrown out of employment, and
reduced to destitution. :

If due exertions be made to cultivate the minds, and
protect the rights and privileges of the negroes, and it
nevertheless be found that they cannot contend, when
free, with white competitors, but are superseded by
them, still the cause of humanity will have gained.
The coloured people, though their numbers remain
stationary, or even diminish, may in the mean time be
happier than now, and attain to a higher moral rank.
They would, moreover, escape the cruelty and injus-
tice which are the invariable consequences of the ex-
ercise of irresponsible power, especially where authority
must be sometimes delegated by the planter to agents
of inferior education and coarser feelings. And last,
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