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reduced considerably in numbers, without suffering
those privations to which a free competition with white
labourers must expose them, wherever great facilities
for emigration are not afforded.

A railway train shooting rapidly in the dark through
the pine forests of North Carolina has a most singular
appearance, resembling a large rocket fired horizontally,
with a brlliant stream of revolving:sparks extending
behind the engine for several hundred yards, each spark
being a minute particle of wood, which, after issuing
from the chimney of the furnace, remains ignited for
several seconds in the air. Now and then these fiery
particles, which are invisible by day, instead of lagging
in the rear, find entrance by favour of the wind through
the open windows of the car, and, while some burn holes
in the traveller’s cloak, others make their way into his
eyes, causing them to smart most painfully.

At Petersburg, Mr. Ruffin, the agriculturist, and Mr.
Tuomey, accompanied me in an excursion to collect
tertiary fossils in the neighbourhood, and I examined
with much instruction the organic remains in their
cabinets. At Washington I saw M. Nicollet, and had
a long conversation with this eminent astronomer and
naturalist, who died the year after. He had just re-
turned from a geographical and geological survey of
the Far West, and higher parts of the valley of the
Mississippi and Missouri. He showed me the ammo-
nites, baculites, and other chalk fossils brought by him
from those distant regions, which establish the wide
range of that peculiar assemblage of organic remains
characteristic of the cretaceous era.

From the deck of our steam-boat on the Potomac we
saw Mount Vernon, formerly the plantation of General
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