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akin to lion-hunting than hero-worship. They ex

press a doubt whether Walter Scott, had he visited the

U. S., would have been so much idolised. Perhaps
not; for Scott's poems and romances were less exten

sively circulated amongst the millions than the tales of

Dickens. There maybe no precedent in Great Britain

for a whole people thus unreservedly indulging their

feelings of admiration for a favourite author; but if so,

the Americans deserve the more credit for obeying their

warm impulses. Of course, many who attend the for

eigner's crowded levee are merely gratifying a vulgar

curiosity by staring at an object of notoriety; but none

but a very intelligent population could be thus carried

away to flatter and applaud a man who has neither

rank, wealth, nor power, who is not a military hero or

a celebrated political character, but simply a writer of

genius, whose pictures of men and manners, and whose

works of fiction, have been here, as in his own country,

an inexhaustible source of interest and amusement.

When at Philadelphia I was present at several meet

ings ofthe American Philosophical Society, and of the

Academy of Natural Sciences. In the museum of the

former body I was shown a limestone from Santas, in

Brazil, procured by Captain Effiott, of the U. S. navy,

which contains a human skull, teeth, and other bones,

together with fragments of shells, some of them retain

ing a portion of their colour. The rock is less solid

than that of Guadaloupe, which it resembles. We are

informed, that the remains of several hundred other

human skeletons, imbedded in a like calcareous tufa,

were dug out at the same place, about the year 1827.*

The soil covering the solid stone supported a growth of

* American Philosophical Transactions, 188, p. 85.
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