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large trees, which covered the face of a hill on the side

of the river Santas. The height above the sea is not

mentioned, and it is to be regretted that the notes ob

tained by Dr. Meigs from Captain Elliott were not

fuller. I observed serpulue in the rock, a shell which

the natives wouldnot have carried inland for food. On

the whole, therefore, I should infer, though we need

further evidence, that this stone has emerged from the

sea, and that there had been previously a submergence

of dry land, perhaps the site ofan Indian burial-ground.

Dr. Harlan, the zealous and accomplished osteolo

gist, who, to my great regret, died the year after (1843),

at New Orleans, took me to see the entire skeleton of

the large fossil mastodon, or so-called Missourium,

brought by Mr. Koch from the state of Missouri. He

pointed out several errors in the manner in which the

tusks and bones were put together. This splendid

fossil has since been purchased by the British Museum,

taken to pieces in London, and correctly set up again

under the direction of Mr. Owen. It is the largest in

dividual of the species (Mastodon giganteus) yet dis

covered; for Dr. Harlan and I compared the femur

with that of the largest mastodon previously known,

from the state of New York, and preserved in Peale's

Museum in this city. The dimensions of the Phila

delphia skeleton are less gigantic.
I spent six weeks very agreeably in this city, much

of my time being occupied in delivering a short course

of lectures on geology, and in comparing, with the

friendly aid of several naturalists, especially Mr. Conrad,
the fossils collected by me in the South with those pre

viously known, most of which are preserved in the pub
lic and private cabinets here. Mr. Lea's collection of
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