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shells, which we visited more than once, rich in the
fluviatile species of North America, was most interesting
to me. There seems no end to the freshwater mussels
of the genus Uniog, as well as other fluviatile forms,
such as Melania, which have been created to people
the waters of a continent unrivalled in the number of
its rivers, all so copiously filled with water during every
season of the year. Such an obvious relation of the
zoological to the geographical peculiarities of a great
region is striking, and reminds the geologist of the dif-
ferent states of the animal creation, which have accom-
panied the successive changes of the earth’s surface in
former ages. The same species of Unio, and of other
fresh-water shells, preserved in a fossil state in alluvial
strata, forming terraces one above the other to a con-
siderable height above the Mississippi and its tribu-
taries, show that the fauna here alluded to, so modern
in the earth’s history, is nevertheless of high antiquity,
and has outlasted some important modifications in the
shape of the valleys and levels of the North American
streams. _

We were taken to see the Penitentiary at Phila-
delphia, where all the prisoners are confined in sep-
arate cells: They see the keepers, chaplain, and occa-
sional visiters, by which the rigour of their solitude is
mitigated. They are taught to read, and have numer-
ous occupations. If we recollect that this establishment
is not an asylum for the poor, aged, and destitute, like
our workhouses, but a place for the punishment and
reform of criminals, we may regard it as a humane
institution, and it appeared to me admirably managed.

A few years ago, an American professor being asked
at the end of a short stay in London whether he had
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