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vance in the number of the inhabitants in this short
interval was from eight to eighteen millions; the ex-
cess alone amounting to more than the population of
all England at the commencement of the present
century.

It cannot be denied that the course of events during
the thirty years above alluded to has afforded grounds
of anxiety to those who admire republican institutions
and to every well-wisher of the prosperity of the Union.
They who would make a permanent investment of
money in U. S. stock must anticipate the possibility of
war, and of a consequent reduction of revenue from the
customs. If it then became necessary to lay on direct
taxes, we have to consider, whether a majority of all
the citizens would be likely to evince as much repug-
nance to pay their dividends punctually to foreign and
domestic creditors as the Pennsylvanians and Mary-
landers have recently shown. If it has required several
years to rouse the electors of these ancient States to a
sense of their duty and honour, would the consciences
of the new settlers in ruder and less advanced com-
munities, constituting a large portion of the Union, be
more sensitive ?

As politicians, no people are so prone to give way to
groundless fears and despondency respecting the pros-
pects of affairs in America as the English, partly be-
cause they know little of the condition of society there,
and partly from their own well-founded conviction, that
a near approach to universal suffrage at home would
lead to anarchy and insecurity of property. 'To divide
the land equally among all, to make an “equitable
adjustment” of the national debt, or, in other words, to
repudiate, are propositions grave ly discussed at Chartist
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