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meetings, and even embodied in numerously signed

petitions to parliament. The majority even of the

democratic party in the U. S. would probably assent to

the opinion, that in England, where there is so much

actual want, where one tenth of the population, or

1,500,000 persons, receive parochial relief, where edu

cation has made such slow progress among the poor,

and where there is no outlet in the Far West, no safety

valve for the escape of the redundant inhabitants, it

would be most dangerous to entrust every adult male

with the right of voting. Yet in America they think

the experiment a safe one, or even contend that it has

succeeded. But not a few of the opposite party, how

ever inexpedient and useless they may think it to agi
tate the question, agree with the majority of European

politicians in considering that it has lowered and de

teriorated the character of the electoral body.

It is undeniable that the rapidity with which the

native population has multiplied throughout the Union,

and still more the influx of aliens into every State, has

had a tendency to cause the whole country to resemble

a new colony, rather than an old and long-established

nation. Not only many new Territories and States,

but even some of the old ones, such as New York and

Pennsylvania, contain so much unoccupied land that

they are full of adventurers and speculators from other

parts of America, and of new-corners from Europe,

speaking different languages, often cherishing foreign

prejudices, and disturbing the equilibrium of native

parties, founded on broad and distinct views of home

policy. I have already remarked, that, on the south

ern frontier of the State of New York (p. 59.), I saw

the native forest yielding as fast to the axe of the new
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