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tions by shortening the term ofyears required for natu

ralization. It is also notorious that, owing tothe neg

lect of registration, many aliens vote fraudulently, and

others several times over at the same poll, in various

disguises.

To those English politicians who are not accustomed

to look with favouring eyes on democratic institutions

in general, the task of reforming such abuses appears

hopeless. By what eloquence, they ask, can we per

suade an ignorant multitude to abdicate power, if we

have once taken the false step of conferring sovereignty

upon them? At every election they must become

more and more demoralized. It is proverbially difficult

for truth to reach the ears of kings, and what matters

it whether the sovereign consist of one or of many in

dividuals'? The flattery of demagogues is not less

gross and servile than that of courtiers in the palaces

of princes. The candidates for popular favour, when

appealing to the passions of the vulgar, their vanity,

pride, and national jealousy, never administer their

honied drugs in homceopathic doses. By what arts or

powers of oratory can we hope to persuade the least

educated portion of the community, when they have

once obtained by their numbers a preponderating in

fluence, that they ought to be disfranchised ?-that the

more wealthy citizens, who have leisure for study and

reflection, will shrink from the ordeal of contested elec

tions, if they must defer to vulgar prejudices, and coarser

feelings ;-in a word, that some must be content to

break stones on the road and dig canals, instead of

choosing lawgivers, and instructing them how to vote?

Nothing is more easy than to draw so discouraging
a picture of the dangers of universal suffiage, that we
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