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people are less advanced in knowledge and wealth,
where the force of public opinion and sympathy is
checked, and the free communication of thought im-
peded, by distinctness of races and of language.

Although the political constitutions of the several
States are all formed on one great model, there exists
considerable diversity in the details of their organiza-
tion. The qualifications of the electors and legislators
are not the same in all, nor the modes of appointment
or powers of the Executive. There seems, however,
a nearer approach to uniformity, than can be consist-
ent with the very different degrees of social advance- .
ment and mental cultivation to which these independ-
ent States have attained.

To defects and blemishes of this kind, the leading
statesmen in America are not blind, and both the evils
and their remedies are subjects of the freest discussion.
In many of the newspapers, and in the monthly and
quarterly journals of both parties, in public lectures and
speeches at elections, we find, during the last three
years, the conduct of repudiating or defaulting States
unsparingly condemned. 'The most earnest appeals
are made to the sense of justice and honour, to the re-
ligious feelings or national pride, of their hearers or
readers; they also tell them that it is their interest to
pay, and that, if they cannot be moved by higher
motives, they should remember that “ Honesty is the
best policy.” 'The frequency and earnestness of these
exhortations sufficiently prove the conviction of the
writers and orators that a reform may be brought about.
The mischief that has occurred is sometimes adduced
as a proof that education and habits of temperance, al-
though they have made great progress during the last
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