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fifteen years, have not yet been carried far enough. A
more strict registration of the electors for the sake of
putting an end to fraudulent voting, and the exclusion
of foreigners from the electoral body, by lengthening
the term of naturalization, are measures warmly in-
sisted upon by the party opposed to the extremes of
democracy—a party which, so late as the year 1840,
obtained a majority in a presidential election, when two
millions and a half of persons gave their votes. San-
guine hopes are entertained that the most respectable
members of the democratic party will also join in effect-
ing reforms in the electoral system so obviously desira-
ble. Itis not simply the fair fame and happiness of
eighteen millions of souls which are at stake ; for du-
ring the lifetime of thousands now taking part in pub-
lic affairs, or before the close of the present century,
the population of the U. S. will probably amount, even
on a moderate estimate, to no less than eighty mil-
lions.* '

* Tucker’s Progress of the U. S., p. 106.
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