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they had crossed the great valley of Switzerland, more

than fifty miles broad, in a direction at right angles to

ts length. The Sound, which separates Long Island

from the main land, is from five to twenty-five miles

broad. The fragments have doubtless been trans

ported by ice; but we must suppose them to have been

floated by ice-islands in the sea, as there are no high

mountains in this part of North America from which

glaciers can have descended after the continekit had

acquired nearly its present shape and altitude.

We spent several weeks at New York, and soon

found ourselves at home in the society of persons to

some of whom we had letters of introduction from near

relatives in England, and others whom we had met at

distant places in the course of our tour. So many

American citizens migrate from north to south for the

sake of mild winters, or attendance on Congress, or the

supreme courts of law at Washington, or congregate

in large watering places during the summer, or have

children or brothers settled in the Far West; every

where there is so much intercourse, personal or episto

lary, between scientific and literary men in remote

states, who have often received their university educa

tion far from home, that in each new city where we

sojourn our American friends and acquaintances seem

to know something of each other, and to belong to the

same set in society. The territorial extent and politi

cal independence of the different States of the Union

remind the traveller rather of the distinct nations of

Europe than of the different counties of a single king

dom like England; but the population has spread
so

fast from certain centres, especially from New England,
and the facilities of communication by railway and
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