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steam-boat are so great, and are always improving so
rapidly, that the twenty-six republics of 1842, having
a population of seventeen millions, are more united,
and belong more thoroughly to one nation, than did
the thirteen States in 1776, when their numbers were
only three millions. In spite of the continued decline
of the federal authority, and the occasional conflict of
commercial interests between the North and South,
and the violent passions excited by the anti-slavery
- movement, the old colonial prejudices have been soften-
ing down from year to year, the English language,
laws, and literature, have pervaded more and more the
Dutch, German, and French settlements, and the
danger of the dismemberment of the confederacy ap-
pears to all reflecting politicians less imminent now
than formerly.

I dined with Mr. Astor, now far advanced in years,
whose name is well known to the readers of Washing-
ton Irving’s ¢ Astoria.” He informed me that he was
about to found a large public library in New York,
which I rejoice to hear, as the scientific men and nat-
uralists of this country can rarely afford to purchase
expensive European works with numerous illustrations.
I often regretted, during my short residence here, that
the town of Albany, 150 miles distant, is destined, be-
cause it is the capital, to possess the splendid collection
of minerals, rocks, and fossils obtained during the late
government survey. 'The surveyors are now employed
in arranging these treasures in a museum, which would
have been far more useful and more frequently con-
sulted if placed in the midst of this wealthy metropolis,
having a population of 300,000 souls. Foreigners, in-
deed, who have only visited New York for commercial
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