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CHAP. XII TACONIC GROUP OF STRATA. 195

the line of the railway by Chester and Westfield, over
what is called the Taconic range of mountains. They
may be considered, geographically, as a continuation
of the Green Mountains of Vermont; and they do not
differ greatly in their geological structure, the predom-
inant rocks being gneiss, mica schist, talcose slate, and
crystalline limestone, the larger portion of which would
in the ordinary nomenclature of geology be called pri-
mary. 'They have, however, been termed metamor-
phic, because in some of the associated slates traces of
fucoids and vermiform bodies, called Nereites, have
been discovered. Professors Hitchcock and H. D.
Rogers have expressed an opinion, which appeared to
me highly probable after a cursory examination of
these hills, that they consist of altered Silurian strata.
Dr. Emmons, on the other hand, contends that they
are more ancient than the lowest sandstone of the old-
est fossiliferous group of New York,—in a word, that
they are sedimentary strata of an era anterior to the
Silurian, in a metamorphic state. The order of ar-
rangement of the masses, their mineral constituents
and organic remains, are appealed to in support of this
theory ; and several sections are considered as proving
that the most ancient sandstones of the New York
series rest unconformably on the rocks in question, to
which Dr. Emmons gives the name of the Taconic
system. But the fossils are so few, and so analogous
either to species found in the Silurian strata in the
United States or in those now generally referred, like
the Nereites (a species of annelides?), to the inferior
division of that group in Great Britain, that the claim
of this Taconic group to an independent place among
the paleozoic formations seems still very questionable.
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