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196 PLUMBAGINOUS ANTHRACITE.  Cmr. xu

1 went afterwards to examine the mica schist of
Worcester, in Massachusetts, to the east of the Taco-
nic range and of the Connecticut River, and forty-five
miles due west of Boston. I found, interstratified with
the mica schist and associated clay-slate of this place, a
regular bed of plumbaginous anthracite, or impure
graphite, portions of which give a streak on paper like
a lead pencil. It has been used for making pencils,
while a part of the stratum has been worked for coal,
but apparently without profit, as the mine is now
abandoned. 'The mica schist contains garnets and
asbestus, and i1s much impregnated with carbonaceous
matter. I searched in vain for vegetable impressions
in the plumbaginous anthracite, which was in part
iridescent, like coal, and so much resembled some of
the earthy anthracites which I soon afterwards saw on
the borders of Massachusetts and Rhode Island, at
‘Wrentham, Cumberland, Attleborough, and Mansfield,
that I feel strongly inclined to believe that the Wor-
cester beds, however crystalline they may be, are no
other than carboniferous rocks in an altered or meta-
morphic state. At the various localities last men-
tioned I found in the carbonaceous slates accompany-
ing the anthracite the most common coal plants, such
. as Pecopteris plumosa, Neuropteris flexuosa, Spheno-
phyllum, Calamites, &c. Although the associated
strata were not in a crystalline condition, they and the
coal were occasionally traversed with veins of quartz,
like the plumbaginous bed at Worcester; and there
are many places in Rhode Island and Massachusetts,
pointed out by Dr. C. T. Jackson and Professor Hitch-
cock, in which the carboniferous and old red sandstone
rocks pass into mica schist, and other hypogene rocks,
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