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structions at the bar of an inn, when a carpenter en.
tered who had just finished his day’s work, and asked
what lecture would be given that evening. The re-
ply was, Mr. N. on the Astronomy of the Middle
Ages. He then inquired if it was gratis, and was an-
swered in the negative, the price being twenty-five
cents (or one shilling English); upon which he said
he should go, and accordingly returned home to dress.
It reflects no small credit on the national system of
education in New England, that crowds of the labour-
ing classes of both sexes should seek recreation, after
the toils of the day are over, in listening to discourses
of this kind. Among the most popular subjects of lec-
tures which I saw announced in newspapers or pla-
cards in different towns and villages were Temperance,
a cause which has made great progress of late years
among Protestants as well as Catholics, and which
began in the U. 8. fifteen years before the correspond-
ing movement in Great Britain; Phrenology, to the
pretensions of which the Americans lend too credulous
an car; the History of the American Revolution ; the
Present State and Past History of China ; Travels in
the Holy Land ; Meteorology, and a- variety of other
topics.

April 15.—Visited Professor Hitchcock at Amherst
College, Massachusetts, by whom the geological sur-
vey of that State has been ably executed. He showed
me several ridges and large rounded hillocks of trans-
ported materials, or “drift,” north of Ambherst, sur-
rounding swamps, in precisely the same manner as
those usually referred to the glacial period in Scotland
and Northern Europe. They have been called “mo-
raines” by some geologists ; but. if we call in the agency
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