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part in these proceedings, I may mention Professor
Hitchcock, of Massachusetts, Professor W. B. Rogers,
of Virginia, Professor H. D. Rogers, of Pennsylvania,
Mr. Vanuxem, Dr. Emmons, Mr. Hall, and Dr. Beck
—all engaged on the survey of New York; Dr. Jack-
son, who has surveyed Rhode Island, New Hampshire,
and Maine ; and Dr. Locke, of Ohio. There were
also present Professor Silliman and his son, Messrs.
Nicollet, Redfield, Gould, Bailey, Dana, Couthouy,
Haldeman, Hubbard, J. L. Hayes, and others, all
known as authors or contributors to scientific publica-
tions. 'The structure of the Alleghany Hills, and of
the coal-fields of America, the origin of coral reefs; the
glacial theory, the effects of icebergs, the nature of the
foot-marks in the red sandstone of Connecticut valley,
and other subjects, were debated upon during the week,
in an animated but most amicable style. The citizens
of Boston, learning that means were wanting for the
publication of a series of valuable memoirs, read at
this and former meetings of the association, came for-
ward with their usual liberality, and supplied funds,
by aid of which a volume entitled ¢ Transactions of
the Association of American Geologists for 1840-42,” a
work reflecting the highest credit on the cultivators of
geology and its kindred sciences in America, made its
appearance soon afterwards.

Munificent bequests and donations for public pur-
poses, whether charitable or educational, form a stri-
king feature in the modern history of the United States,
and especially of New England. Not only is it com-
mon for rich capitalists to leave by will a portion of
their fortune towards the endowment of national in-
stitutions, but individuals during their lifetime make
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