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magnificent grants of money for the same objects.
There is here no compulsory law for the equal parti-
tion of property among children, as in France, and, on
the other hand, no custom of entail or primogeniture,
as in England, so that the affluent feel themselves at
liberty to share their wealth between their kindred and
the public; it being impossible to found a family, and
parents having frequently the happiness of seeing all
their children well provided for and independent long
before their death. I have seen a list of bequests and
donations made during the last thirty years, for the
benefit of religious, charitable, and literary institutions, -
in the State of Massachusetts alone, and they amounted
to no less a sum than six millions of dollars, or more
than a million sterling.
There are popular libraries in almost every village
of Massachusetts, and a growing taste for the reading
of good books is attested by the sale of large editions
of such works as Herschel’s Natural Philosophy, Wash-
ington Irving’s Columbus, and Plutarch’s Lives. Of
each of these, from five to twenty thousand copies have
been sold. It will seem still more remarkable, that no
less than sixteen thousand copies have been purchased
- of Johnes’s Translation of Froissart’s Chronicles, il-
lustrated by wood-engravings, and twelve thousand of
Liebig’s Animal Chemistry. These editions were very
cheap, as there was no author’s copyright; but it is
still more surprising, that about four thousand copies
of Prescott’s Mexico should have been sold in one year
‘in the U. 8. at the price of six dollars, or about twenty-
six shillings. When, in addition to these signs of the
times, we remember the grants before alluded to, of the
New England and other states in behalf of public
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