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may be called upon to give lectures in all the depart

ments of human knowledge embraced in the academ

ical course of four years. If the college be small, there

is only occupation and salary sufficient to support one

tutor; any attempt, therefore, to subdivide the different

branches of learning and sciences among distinct teach

ers is abandoned. There is no opportunity for one

man to concentrate the powers of his mind on a single

department of learning, to endeavour to enlarge its

bounds, and carefully to form and direct the opinions
of his pupil. In a few of the larger colleges, indeed,

some rude approach to such a partition is made, so far

as to sever the mathematical from the classical studies;

but even then the tutors in each division, are often

called upon, in the public examinations, to play their

part in both departments. Thus, a single instructor

gives lectures or examines in the writings of the Greek

and Roman historians, philosophers, and poets, to

gether with logic, the elements of mathematics, and

theology.

For the benefit of my foreign readers, it may be as

well to remark, that the scholars to be taught are not

boys between the ages of fourteen and eighteen, at

which latter age the degree of Bachelor of Arts was

very commonly conferred in the olden times at Oxford,

but young men between eighteen and twenty-two,

who, at the expiration of their academical course,

usually quit college, and enter at once upon a profes

sion, or into political life. In the next place, I may

state, that the choice of teachers, to whom so arduous

and ambitious a task is allotted, is by no means left

open to free competition, like the professorships in most

ancient and modern universities; but, on the contrary,
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