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at large. The religious schism banished many stu-
dents who did not acquiesce in the new opinions. The
temper of Henry the Eighth was so capricious and
uncertain, and the policy of his three immediate suc-
cessors so contradictory, that it was difficult to know
what was the religion by law established for the cur-
rent year ; still less possible to calculate what would
be the statutable orthodoxy for the year ensuing.
Reasonable fears were also entertained that, as the
monastic property had been confiscated, the endow-
ments of the universities might not long be spared, so
that literature and the church were uninviting profes-
sions, whether for ambitious or conscientious men.*
The halls, depending for their support on the conflu-
ence of students, were ruined, except a few which
were connected with certain colleges. Land and
houses fell in value in Oxford, so that the colleges were
able to purchase considerable property from the im-
poverished burghers for a trifling consideration. Four
new colleges. were established within half a century
subsequent to the Reformation, and altogether six
during the sixteenth century, some of which were
built on the sites of suppressed monasteries, or on land
obtained by grants from the crown, or purchased for
an insignificant price. After this period, only one col-
lege was founded—in 1610 ; and three of the eight

remaining halls changed into colleges, in 1610, 1702,
and 1740.

* For many details respecting the early constitution of the univer-
sities of Paris and Oxford, and the subsequent changes in the English
Universities, see an article by Sir William Hamilton, Bart., who was
educated at Oxford, and is now Professor of Logic in the University
of Edinburgh, Tdin. Review, No. xcvi., June, 1831.
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