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Thus two new elements, the preponderating influence

of clerical over lay rulers, and the fortuitous restrictions

invented for the regulation of private corporations, en

tered suddenly, and as it were accidentally, into the

legislative constitution of the university.
From this period, it was almost inevitable, that the

predilections of men of one profession, and the private
interests of certain corporate bodies, should modify, if

not remodel, the whole academical system, and fre

quently prevail over interests of a more general and

national character. Soon after the university had be

gun to recover from the shock of the Reformation,

several new ieaderships and professorships were en

dowed by Laud, and several others in the next cen

tury, after his time, in aid of that system of public
instruction in the schools, which had been conducted

originally by certain Masters of Arts, who were re

quired to read and expound different subjects. The

teaching of the undergraduates was now, therefore,

divided between the colleges and the public instructors

appointed by the university. The latter would have

regained their former ascendancy, if they had been

supported by the Heads of houses, who were intrusted

with the charge of watching over the observance of

statutes, and all "scholastic improvements." But they

(the Heads) no longer obliged the students to attend

public lectures regularly; and they frequently allowed

some of the professors to desist from lecturing altogether,
which many of them, from indolence, and from finding
their audiences fall off, were disposed to do, especially
as their instructions were given gratis. Such was the

ordinary custom in the old universities; but in later

times it had been found that this arrangement was
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