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very defective, that the professors were negligent, and
that the students undervalued what cost them nothing,
so that fees were permitted to be exacted. In Oxford,
however, the professors were supplanted, in respect to
these fees, by the college tutor, to whom a large part
of the business of education was thus gradually trans-
ferred. Had a different. course been adopted, the pro-
fessors, acquiring in many cases celebrity in their re-
spective departments, and devoted permanently, and
often enthusiastically, to the sciences they taught,
would have married and settled for life in Oxford,
they would have gained an ascendancy over the minds
of the students and the younger graduates in convo-
cation ; and many of them would have acquired an
European reputation. The colleges might naturally
feel jealous of allowing the growth of such a counter-
poise to the power with which they had been recently
invested.

When the old machinery was thus falling into dis-
use, and before the plan of college tuition was fully
organised, the academical discipline appears to have
been extremely lax, and the provision for education
defective in the extreme. It was often difficult to find
a college tutor competent to undertake the office, and
there was occasionally only one or two of the resident
fellows willing to accept of it. Instead of these im-
portant places being open to a free and fair competi-
tion, we may say that they were often held by self-
appointed teachers.” A regulation was made, that all
the undergraduates should lodge within the walls of
some college, which had the effect of preventing stu-
dents from freely selecting those tutors who had the
highest reputation, as rooms within the walls were
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