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228 OXFORD EXAMINATIONS. Caar. xinL

competition for honours ; a marked improvement was
soon apparent in academical discipline ; the university
gained in public favour, and the number of students
increased. The classes even of some of the professors
were strengthened ; but this effect was of short dura-
tion. It was soon found that the honours awarded at
the examinations led to fellowships and tutorships ; and
the honourable rivalry of many of the colleges induced
them to throw open their fellowships and scholarships
much more freely than formerly to candidates of the
highest merit ; the standard of merit, however, being,
for the most part, measured by the new examinations
in the schools. New methods were from time to time
invented for classifying the youths according to their
intellectual qualifications. In 1807, students who dis-
tinguished themselves were arranged in two classes, in
1809 in three, and in 1826 in four. A preliminary
examination, called the responsions, or “little go,” was
introduced at the end of the first two years, or in the
middle of the student’s residence at Oxford. The ex-
aminations for degrees were made more and more
stringent, and emulation at length stimulated to so
high a pitch, that health was often sacrificed in the
effort to gain the prize. Useful habits of application
were often acquired, but the system was not calculated
to foster a love of knowledge for its own sake. To
some there was even danger of injury both bodily and
mental ; for if they succeeded, they were tempted to
believe that they had already achieved something
great; if they failed, their abilities were underrated,
both by themselves and their contemporaries.

Another important revolution now took place. As
the business of education had previously passed from
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