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the public readers and professors to the college tutors,
so the latter were now in no small degree superseded
by the private tutors or “crammers.” These were
graduates chosen by the young men themselves, at an
expense of 40/. or 50l. a year, to read with them, both
in term-time and vacation, and prepare them for the
examination. An Oxford tutor informed me that, in
the years 1840 and 1841, no less than 250, or one
fifth of the resident students, procured this kind of as-
sistance, the aggregate sum paid by them amounting
to more than 10,000l a year! These young teachers
watch the examinations, are acquainted with the style
of the questions, whether vivé voce or on paper, and
often with the peculiar views of the examiner. It is
their business to prevent their pupil from wasting his
strength on topics not likely to be adverted to, and
often to enable him to get by rote answers to certain
interrogatories. 'The students are frequently unable
to obtain this aid from the college tutor, whose system
of lecturing is more general, and who cannot direct his
attention to the individual wants and capacities of
every pupil. 'The undergraduates, therefore, may be
required to attend, between ten and one o’clock, the
lectures of the college tutors. The next two hours
(from one to three) are generally occupied by the pri-
vate tutors, comprising that portion of the day during
which the professors are by statute required to lecture.
At three o’clock, it is high time for the young men to
seek recreation and exercise ; so that all the youths,
especially the cleverest ones, are so entirely absorbed in
a routine of study connected with the examinations,
that the professorial class-rooms must unavoidably be
abandoned. Bachelors of arts, and other graduates,
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