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would not be found, at the expiration of ten years of
hard and painful labour, precisely at the point from
which they set out immediately after taking their first
degree.

In the year 1839, a last and most vigorous attempt
was made at Oxford to restore the functions of the pro-
fessorial body, which had now become contracted with-
in the narrowest limits. The professors of Experimen-
tal Philosophy, Comparative Anatomy, Chemistry,
Mineralogy, Geology, Botany, Geometry, and Astrono-
my, many of them well known in the literary and sci-
entific world, sent in a representation to the heads of
Houses, in which they declared their inability to dis-
charge the duties they had undertaken, notwithstand-
ing their unabated zeal and devotion. They accom-
panied their petition with a printed statistical table,
showing how the number of their classes had fallen off
annually, during a period in which, as they truly ob-
served, the branches of knowledge taught by them
were rising in popular favour and importance. It ap-
peared by their table, that the anatomy class had dwin-
dled between the years 1819 and 1838 to less than
half, and that of astronomy to one fifth of its original
numbers. The same had happened to the class of
chemistry, between 1822 and 1838, many others hav-
ing declined in the like ratio. The petitioners observed
that, if no change were made in the examination stat-
ute, their usefulness as professors was at an end.

A majority of the heads of Houses were favourable
to a reform, and they consequently proposed a new ex-
amination statute, in which there was a provision re-
quiring attendance on at least fwo series of professorial
lectures, as a preliminary qualification for the bachelor



	LinkTextBox: http://www.geology.19thcenturyscience.org/books/1845-49-Lyell-TravelsNA/README.htm


