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highest hope of future preferment is not in the Univer-
sity, but in the Church. The proportion of students
intending to take orders is not so large here as at Ox-
ford, and they are not required to subscribe, on matric-
ulation, any formula of religious belief, so that Roman
Catholics and dissenters from the Church of England
can study here, and obtain academical honours, though
not degrees. 'The responsible duty of conducting the
public examinations is even here in the hands of very
young men, though two of the mathematical professors
assist in awarding the Smith’s Prize, the highest ma-
thematical honour ; and the professor of Greek and
the public orator, presumed to be a first-rate Latin
scholar, preside in the examination for the Chancel-
lor’s medal for classics.

Very recently at Cambridge, all branches of know-
ledge taught by the professors—in a word, every sub-
ject except what is understood in our universities by
classics and mathematics—-have had sentence of ban-
ishment passed upon them in the form of new com-
pulsory examinations, under the management of col-
lege tutors, the Oxford plan of awarding honours to
classical and mathematical attainments alone being
adhered to. The professors of chemistry and anatomy,
who had formerly considerable classes, have only mus-
tered six or seven pupils, although still compelled to
give courses of fifty lectures each. The chairs of Mo-
dern History, and of the application of Machinery to
the Arts, once numbering audiences of several hun-
dreds, have been in like manner deserted. Yet dis-
pensations are rarely granted for the discontinuance
of useless duties, even when only two pupils present
themselves.
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