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and natural history, the wants of a high state of civil-
ization, and the spirit of the age, have afforded to them
in England an annually increasing patronage. It is
felt that astronomy is indispensable to navigation,
chemistry to agriculture and various arts, geology to
mining, botany to medicine, and so of other depart-
ments. If the practical connection of any branch of
sclence be not obvious, as in the case of zoology, scarce-
ly any encouragement is given to it in any English
place of education; but even here, fortunately, the
British Museum and the College of Surgeons, by their
extensive collections, step in, and in some degree supply
the deficiency.

After the rejection at Oxford of the moderate meas-
ure of reform proposed in 1839, for combining together
the professorial and tutorial systems, we can scarcely
hope that any movement from within will effect the
changes so loudly called for. Time will, year after
year, remove the older members of Convocation, who
are favourable to more enlarged views, and will replace
them, it must be feared, by the avowed partizans of the
narrower system of study, adopted in more modern
times, and under which they have been brought up.
Appeal under such circumstances must therefore be
made to an external authority. A royal commission
like those which have more than once visited of late
years the universities of Scotland, might prove a suffi-
cient counterpoise to the power and vis inertie of forty
learned corporations. They might suggest such reme-
dies as the licensing of new Halls, the removal of tests
on matriculation, the awardifig of honorary distinctions
for proficiency in the subjects of the professorial lectures,
and many others, which would doubtless be welcomed
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