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by the more enlightened members of Convocation.

Fortunately, no violent innovations are called for, no

new endowments, or grants of money. The commis

sioners would have to recommend the renovation of

what has fallen into disuse-the improvement of the

old rather than the introduction of new and experimen

tal systems; they would have to give force to existing

academical statutes, now inoperative, rather than to

enact new laws. They might undertake university

reform in the temper recommended by Dr. Whewell

(p. 138.), "bringing to the task a spirit, not of hatred,

but of reverence for the past, not of contempt, but of

gratitude towards our predecessors." No new foun

tains of knowledge are to be sought for in the depths

of the earth; they are already at the surface, ready,

on the removal of impediments, to overflow and fertil

ize the soil. When Lord Hastings conquered Delhi

in 181?', he found an extensive wilderness near that

city, sterile, and parched up by the sun's heat, which

had once been cultivated and populous; for in ancient

times it had been irrigated by canals which brought

the waters of the Jumna from a distance of 250 miles.

The empire which had left these monuments of its an

cient grandeur had long passed away, and having fall

en to pieces, had formed a multitude of smaller king

doms, each governed by feebler rulers. In a few years,

by the aid of several thousand labourers, directed by

skilful engineers, these ancient watercourses were re

paired. They had been dry for two centuries and a

half; and on the day appointed for the copious streams

to flow once more through the streets of the ancient

metropolis, the Hindoo priests went forth in solemn

procession, while troops of virgins threw garlands of
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