http://www.geology.19thcenturyscience.org/books/1845-49-Lyell-TravelsSNA/README.htm
CHAP. x11L. SYSTEM OF ENGLAND. 201

the harsh outlines that often separate the different
grades of society in this country. It isin the season
of youth, and when men are engaged in the common
pursuit of knowledge,—especially if allowed as far as
possible to follow the bent of their own tastes and
genius,—that friendships might easily be formed tending
to soften these hard outlines. At college, they would
be brought together on neutral, and usually on friendly
ground, where kindly feelings and sympathies would
spring up spontaneously, and would be cherished in
after-life by congenial souls, however distant the station,
or distinct the religious opinions or professional employ-
ments of the former fellow-students.*

* While these sheets were passing through the press, an important
discussion took place in the House of Commons, in consequence of a
motion made April 10th, 1845, by Mr. Christie, M. P. for. Weymouth,
for a royal commission of enquiry into the state of education in the
English universities. I have added and altered nothing since reading
this debate, and it will be seen that while there is a coincidence in
some of my views with those so ably advocated by many of the par-
liamentary speakers, there are other grounds taken up by me to which
they have not alluded.

END OF THE FIRST VOLUME.
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