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2 DR. CHANNING. CHAP. x1v.

writings ; but this I imputed entirely to his want of
physical strength, and the weak state of his voice.
I had afterwards the pleasure of conversing freely
with him at a small dinner party on various subjects
in which he was interested ; among others, the bear-
ing of geological discoveries, respecting the earth’s
antiquity and the extinct races of animals, on the
Mosaic account of the history of man and the crea-
tion. I was struck with the lively interest he took
in the political affairs of Rhode Island,—a neigh-
bouring State, containing about 110,000 inhabitants,
and now convulsed by a revolutionary movement in
favor of an extension of the suffrage. The sym-
pathies of Dr. Channing appeared to lean strongly
to the popular party, which, in his opinion, had
grievances to complain of, however much, by their
violent proceedings, they had put themselves in the
wrong.

As some alarmists assured me that the railway to
Providence, by which I intended to pass southwards
in a few days, “ was commanded by the cannon of
the Insurgents,” my curiosity was awakened to
inquire into this affair, the details of which were not
uninstructive, as giving a curious insight into the
character of the New England people, and showing
their~ respect for law and order, even when their
passions are highly excited. I found that Rhode
Island was still, in the year 1842, governed according
to a charter granted by Charles I in the year 1663,
no alteration having been made in the qualifications
of voters at the period when the sovereignty was

transferred from the crown of Great Britain to the
freeholders of Rhode Island. Although the State
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