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4 DEMOCRATIC MOVEMENT. CHAP. xIV.

senate and house of representatives, and one Dorr as
governor of the State, who proceeded to Washing-
ton, and had an interview with the President of the
United States and with several members of congress.
Meanwhile military preparations were making on
both sides. A second appeal was made in vain by
the State of Rhode Island for aid from the federal
government at Washington. Meetings of sympa-
thizers were held at New York to co-operate with
the popular party, who had now obtained some pieces
of cannon, and attempted to get possession of the
arsenal at Providence. On this occasion, however,
the State government called out the militia, who
mustered in great force, and, after a bloodless affray,
the popular party, which had already dwindled down
to a few hundreds, deserted their leader, Dorr. This
champion made his escape, but was soon after taken,
tried for high treason, and condemned to imprison-
ment. Before the conclusion of this affair the gov-
ernment at Washington signified their readiness to
furnish the required troops, but their offer of aid came
late, and the assistance was no longer needed.

The firmness of the Rhode Island legislature under
the threats of the armed populace at home, and, what
- was more formidable, of the sympathizers from with-

out, and the respect shown to constitutional forms by
the mass of the people in the midst of this excite-
ment, are circumstances highly creditable to the
majority of the citizens. It remains to be seen
~whether an extension of the suffrage, which was
afterwards granted, will promote or impede the cause
of freedom and good government in this small State.
May 2, 1843 —We now set out on a tour to the
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