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CHAP. XVII BIG BONE LICK. ’ 53

have already shown that on the coast of Georgia and
South Carolina (see Vol. L, p. 164), in the United
States, we have positive proofs of modern oscillations
of level, similar to those here assumed.

Two days after I reached Cincinnati, I set out, in
company with two naturalists of that city, Mr.
Buchanan and Mr. J. G. Anthony, who kindly of-
fered to be my guides, in an excursion to a place of
great geological celebrity in the neighbouring State
of Kentucky, called Big Bone Lick, where the
bones of mastodons and many other extinct quadru-
peds had been dug up in extraordinary abundance.
Having crossed the river from Cincinnati, we passed

. through a forest far more magnificent for the size and
variety of its trees than any we had before seen.
The tulip-tree (Liliodendron tulipiferum) the buckeye,
a kind of horse-chestnut, the shagbark hickory, the
beech, the oak, the elm, the chestnut, the locust-tree,
the sugar-maple, and the willow, were in perfection
but no coniferous trees,—none of the long-leaved pines
of the Southern Atlantic border, nor the cypress,
cedar, and hemlock of other States. These forests,
where there is no undergrowth, are called “ wood
pastures.” Originally the cane covered the ground,
but when it was eaten down by the cattle, no new
crop could get up, and it was replaced by grass
alone.

Big Bone Lick is distant from Cincinnati about
twenty-three miles in a S.W. direction. The inter-
vening country is composed of the blue argillaceous
limestone and marl before mentioned, the beds of
which are nearly horizontal, and form flat table-lands

intersccted by valleys of moderate depth. In one of
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