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CHAP. XVIII CINCINNATI. 61

CHAPTER XVIIL

Cincinnati.—Journey across Ohio to Cleveland.—New Clear-
ings.—Rapid Progress of the State since the year 1800.—
Increase of Population in the United States.—Political Dis-
cussions.—German and Irish Settlers.—Stump Oratory.—
Presidential Elections.—Relative Value of Labour and Land.

Tae pork aristocracy of Cincinnati does not mean
those innumerable pigs which walk at large about the
streets, as if they owned the town, but a class of
rich merchants, who have made their fortunes by
killing annually, salting, and exporting, about
200,000 swine. There are, besides these, other
wealthy proprietors, who have speculated success-
fully in land, which often rises rapidly in value as
the population increases. The general civilisation
and refinement of the citizens is far greater than
might have been looked for in a State founded so
recently, owing to the great number of families which
have come directly from the highly educated part of
New England, and have settled here.

As to the free hogs before mentioned, which roam
about the handsome streets, they belong to no one
in particular, and any citizen is at liberty to take
them up, fatten, and kill them. When they increase
too fast, the town council interferes, and sells off
some of their number. It is a favorite amusement
of the boys to ride upon the pigs, and we were shown
one sagacious old hog, who was in the habit of lying

down as soon as a boy came in sight.
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