http://www.geology.19thcenturyscience.org/books/1845-49-Lyell-TravelsSNA/README.htm

CHAP. XVIIL TOUR THROUGH ONIO. 63

corduroy road, constructed of trunks of trees laid
gide by side, while the hot air of burning timber’
made us impatient of the slow pace of our carriage.
We then lost sight for many leagues of all human
habitations, except here and there some empty wood-
en building, on which “ Mover’s House” was in-
scribed in large letters. Here we were told a family
of emigrants might pass the night on payment of a
small sum. At last the road again improved, and we
came to the termination of the table land of Ohio, at
a distance of about sixteen miles from Lake Erie.
From this point on the summit of Stony Hill we saw
at our feet a broad and level plain covered with
wood ; and beyond, in the horizon, Lake Erie, ex-
tending far and wide like the ocean. We then be-
gan our descent, and in about three hours reached
Cleveland.

The changes in the coadition of the country which
we had witnessed are illustrations of the course of
events which has marked the progress of civilisation
in this State, which first began in the south, and
spread from the banks of the Ohio. At a Jater pe-
riod, when the great Erie canal was finished, which
opencd a free commercial intercourse with the river
Hudson, New York, and the Atlantic, the northern
frontier began to acquire wealth and an increase of
inhabitants. Ports were founded on the lake, and
grew in a few years with almost unparalleled rapid-
ity. The forest then yielded to the axe in a new
direction, and settlers migrated from north to south,
leaving still a central wilderness between the Ohio
and Lake Erie. This forest might have proved for
many generations a serious obstacle to the progress
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