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of the State, had not the law wisely provided that
all non-resident holders of waste lands should be
compelled to pay their full share of taxes laid on by
the inhabitants of the surrounding districts for new
schools and roads. If an absentee is in arrear, the
sheriff seizes a portion of his ground contiguous to a
town or village, puts it up for auction, and thus dis-
charges the debt, so that it is impossible for a specu-
lator, indifferent to the local interests of a district, to
wait year after year, until he is induced by a great
bribe to part with his lands, all ready communication
between neighbouring and highly cultivated regions
being in the mean time cut off.

Ohio was a wilderness exclusively occupied by the
Indians, until near the close of the last century. In
1800 its population amounted to 45,365, in the next
ten years it had increased five-fold, and in the ten
which followed it again more than doubled. In 1840
it had reached 1,600,000 souls; all frce, and almost
without any admixture of the coloured race. In this
short interval the forest had been transformed into a
land of steamboats, canals, and flourishing towns;
and would have been still more populous had not
thousands of its new settlers migrated still farther
west into Indiana and Illinois. A portion of the pub-
lic works which accelerated this marvellous prosper-
ity, were executed with foreign capital, but the inter-
est of the whole has been punctually paid by direct
taxes. There is no other example in history, either
in the old or new world, of so sudden a rise of a
large country to opulence and power. The State
contains nearly as wide an extent of arable land as
England, all of moderate elevation, so rich in its
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