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or corresponding to that of the shore at this point.

After walking about a quarter of a mile, I found ano

ther et of similar furrows, having the same general

direction within five degrees; and I made up my

mind that if these grooves could not be referred to

the modern instrumentality of ice, it would throw no

small doubt on the glacial hypothesis. When I asked

my guide, a peasant of the neighbourhood, whether

he had ever seen much ice on the spot where we

stood, the heat was so excessive (for we were in the

latitude of the south of France, 45° N.) that I seemed

to be putting a strange question. He replied that in

the preceding winter of 1841 he had seen the ice, in

spite of the tide, which ran at the rate of 10 miles an

hour, extending in one uninterrupted mass from the

shore where we stood to the opposite coast at Parrs

borough, and that the icy blocks, heaped on each

other, and frozen together or "packed," at the foot

of Cape Blomidon, were often fifteen feet thick, and

were pushed along when the tide rose, over the sand

stone ledges. He also stated that fragments of the

"black stone" which fell from the summit of the cliff,

a pile of which, d, fig. 16, lay at its base, were often

frozen into the ice, and moved along with it. I then

examined these fallen blocks of amygdaloid scattered

round me, and observed in them numerous geodes
coated with quartz crystals. I have, no doubt that

the hardness of these gravers, firmly fixed in masses

of ice, which, although only fifteen feet thick, are

often of considerable horizontal extent, have furnished

sufficient pressure and mechanical power to groove
the ledge of soft sandstone.

In Nova Scotia the term "loaded ice" is in
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