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194 SOCIAL EQUALITY. CHAP, XXVI1

postmaster, an entire stranger to me, declined to re-
ceive payment for them, although I pressed him to do
so, saying that he heard I was exploring the country
at my own expense, and he wished to contribute his
share towards scientific investigations undertaken for
the public good.

We know, on the authority of the author of “ Sam
Slick,” unless he has belied his countrymen, that some
of the Blue Noses (so called from a kind of potato
which thrives here) are not in the habit of setting a
very high value, either on their own time or that of
others. To this class, I presume, belonged the driver
of a stage-coach, who conducted us from Pictou to
Truro. Drawing in the reins of his four horses, he
informed us that there were a great many wild rasp-
berries by the road-side, quite ripe, and that he in-
tended to get off and eat some of them, as there was
time to spare, for he should still arrive in Truro by
the appointed hour. It is needless to say that all
turned out, as there was no alternative but to wait in
the inside of a hot coach, or to pick fruit in the shade.
Had the same adventure happened to a traveller in
the United States, it might have furnished a good text
to one inclined to descant on the inconvenient inde-
pendence of manners which democratic institutions
have a tendency to create. Doubtless, the political
and social circumstances of all new colonies promote
a degree of equality which influences the manners of
the people. There is here no hereditary aristocracy
—no proprietors who can let their lands to tenants—
no dominant sect, with the privileges enjoyed by a
church establishment. The sects are too numerous,
and too fairly balanced, to admit of the possibility of
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