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snake’s face was hideous and fierce; the pupil consisted of %
vertical slit in a mottled and coppery iris; the jaws weye
broad at the base, and the nose tgrminated }n"a{ tria,ngular
projection. I do not think I ever sa.w.a.nythmg more ugly,
excepting, perhaps, some of the vampire bats. I imagine
this repulsive aspect originates from the features being placeq
in positions, with respect to each other, somewhat propor.
tional to those of the human face; and thus we obtain a scale
of hideousness. |

Among the Batrachian reptiles, I found only one little
toad (Phryniscus nigricans), which was most singular from

its color. If we imagine, first, that it had been steeped in

the blackest ink, and then, when dry, allowed to crawl over
a board freshly painted with the brightest vermilion, so as
to color the soles of its feet and parts of its stomach, a good
idea of its appearance will be gained. If it had been an
unnamed species, surely it ought to have been called Dia-
bolicus, for it is a fit toad to. preach in the ear of Eve. In-
stead of being nocturnal in its habits, as other toads are, and
living in damp obscure recesses, it crawls during the heat
of the day about the dry sand-hillocks and arid plains, where
not a single drop of water can be found. It must necessarily
depend on the dew for its moisture; and this probably is
absorbed by the skin, for it is known that these reptiles pos-
sess great powers of cutaneous absorption. At Maldonado,
I found one in a situation ‘nearly as dry as at Bahia Blanca,
and thinking to give it a great treat, carried it to a pool of
water; not only was the little animal unable to swim, but,
I think, without help it would soon have been drowned.

Of lizards there were many kinds, but only one (Procto-
tretus multimaculatus) remarkable from its habits. It lives
on the bare sand near the sea-coast, and from its mottled
color, the brownish scales being speckled with white, yellow-

- ish red, and dirty blue, can hardly be distinguished from the

surrounding surface. "When frightened, it attempts to avoid
discovery by feigning death, with outstretched ~1egs; depressed
‘body, and closed eyes: if further molested, it buries itself
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