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to feel no surprise at the comparative rarity of one species
with another, and yet to call in some extraordinary agent

and to marvel greatly when a species ceases to exist, appears
to me much the same as to admit that sickness in the indi

vidual is the prelude to death-to feel no surprise at sick

ness-but when the-sick man dies to wonder, and. to believe

that he died through violence.
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PRIL 13, 1834.-The "Beagle" anchored within the

mouth of the Santa Cruz. This river is situated

about sixty miles south of Port St. Juliail. During

the last voyage Captain Stokes proceeded thirty miles up it,

but then, from the want of provisions, was obliged to return.

Excepting what was discovered at that time, scarcely any

thing was known about this large river. Captain Fitz Roy

now determined to follow its course as far as time would al

low. On the 18th three whale-boats started, carrying three

weeks' provisions; and the party consisted of twenty-five

souls;..--a force which would have been sufficient to have

defied a host of Indians. With a strong flood-tide and a

fine day we made a good run, soon drank some of the fresh

water, and were at night nearly above the tidal influence.

The river here assumed a size and appearance which, even

at the highest point we ultimately reached, was scarcely di-
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