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its plumage, show that this bird is a petrel: on the Other
hand, its short wings and consequent little power of flight,
its form of body, and shape of tail, the absence of a hind toe'
to its foot, its habit of diving, and its choice of Situation,
make it at first doubtful. whether its relationship is not
equally close with the auks. It would undoubtedly be mis
taken for an auk,.when seen from a distance, either on the
wing, or when diving and quietly swimming about the retired
channels of Tierra del Fuego.
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Januai~y the 15th we sailed from Low's Harbor,

and three days afterward anchored a second time

in the bay of S. Carlos in Obiloe. On the night

of the 19th the volcano of Osorno was in action. At mid

night the sentry observed something like a large star, which

gradually increased in size till about three o'clock, when

it presented a very magnificent spectacle. By the aid of a

glass, dark objects, in constant succession, were seen, in the

midst of a great glare of red light, to be thrown up and to

fail down. The light was sufficient to cast on the water
a long bright reflection. Large masses of molten matter
seem very commonly to be cast out of the craters in this

part of the Cordillera. I was assured that when the Jor
covado is in eruption, great masses are projected upward
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